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RECRUITMENT OF A SOVIET WEAPON BY US IN DEFENSE

e THE FIGHT COULD BE WON AND THE CRISIS COULD BE OVERCOME, IF ONLY US ABANDONS

’ i THE ADDICTION TO INSTANT GRATIFICATION AND GREED OF WESTERN CAPITALISM, AND

‘%} UNDEGOES THERAPY RECRUITING ELEGANT, LOGICAL, AND SUSTAINABLE WEAPONS OF
=t MASS DESTRUCTION!

Phages are the most abundant organisms in
the biosphere and they are a ubiquitous feature \W/ \%}/
of prokaryotic existence. A bacteriophage aka phage is a virus which

infects bacteria and archaea, discovered by an English
biologist William Twort in 1915 and realized by a Canadian <
biologist Felix d'Herelle that they had the potential to kill bacteria in ‘ ﬂ
1917. Since then, phages have been of interest to scientists as vectors %
of gene transfer, diagnostic and genetic tools, and therapeutic
agents'. Research and the practice of using phages continues in the
countries of the former USSR? to treat a large number of diseases,
which involves the targeted application of bacteriophages that can
infect and kill specific pathogenic bacterium by converting it into a factory for making new
phages. Such experience has now become extremely important with the rapidly-increasing
spread of antibiotic-resistant bacterial infections which are almost impossible to overcome
these days3.

Propelled by a success that nearly killed a colleague, University of California at San Diego
(USCD) is now launching a clinical center to refine a decades-old approach based on bacteria-
slaying viruses called phages, which has been sidelined by technical hurdles, dogged by
regulatory confusion, and largely ignored by drug developers in the West and has long been
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available in parts of Eastern Europe, to help companies bring them to the capitalist market of
US, with 16 UCSD researchers and physicians*.

i - Revaz Adamia - Applied Aspects of Bacteriophages
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